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public.”

Sahl also conveys a message of
doubt whether the “Berlin Republic”
will be aware of and will be able to

P.U. HAUSWLDULLL
Consul general

Federal Republic of Germany
Boston

Bravo for
Joan Vennochi's
effort to pre-
vent the re-
writing of Al-
bert L. “Dap-
per” O’'Neil’s
history in the
wake of under-
standable sym-
pathy over his
current sad cir-
cumstances
(“The things we
shouldn’t forget
about Dapper,”
op ed, Nov. 5).

I remember
my first encounter with O’Neil. I
was in the Boston Municipal
Criminal Court around 1969 re-
presenting several young street
salesmen arrested on “obscenity”
charges for peddling an under-
ground newspaper, The Avatar,
eritical of the police and city offi-
cials. He came up to me at the
end of the hearing and asked for
my business card so that he could
refer clients to me. A young and
struggling lawyer at the time, I
eagerly handed him my card,
upon which he told me that his
name was O’'Neil and that he and
his friends would not forget my

Joan Vennochi’s Nov. 5 col-
umn on the defeat of Albert
“Dapper” O'Neil is a welcome
voice to the curious chorus of ho-
sannas that have cropped up -
since his defeat.

While he may represent an
“old” style of Boston politics, he
more clearly was an ambassador
of a darker, unfriendly side. To
rewrite history on a dime and
suddenly thrust him upon a ped-
estal of honor, as many pundits
have done, is disingenuous.

For too long, he was allowed
to discredit the city with childish

¥ I remember my first encounter with ‘Dapper’
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Albert “Dapper” O’Neil in his office.

name, and that I'd be dealt with
for representing such “scum.”
Some aspects of O’'Neil's per-
sonality might be viewed as
charming, but I took his conduct
that day as a thinly veiled threat
aimed to deter me from seeking
to vindicate the First Amendment
rights of unpopular citizens. (We
ultimately won the case in the Su-
preme Judicial Court.) Such bully
behavior transcends the merely
tasteless. I wish him health, but I
think truth should not fall victim
to sentiment.
HARVEY A. SILVERGLATE
Boston

We're better off without him

tirades, self-serving causes, and
hurtful rhetoric that served only
to embrace divisiveness.

That he has been removed
from office by the people of Bos-
ton says less about the end of any
“legacy” and more about the in-
tolerance of the city’s voting citi-
zens for this bigot holding an
elected office. Vennochi is right:
The City Council is better off
without him, as are all of us who
reside in Boston.

TOM WEISEND
Boston

Well, the last time I looked, some
of the companies in question - IBM,
Compaq, Intel, and Netscape — were
all doing pretty well and are still in
business. 1 think that our govern-
ment could better spend its time

hasing legitimate corporate crimi-
nals instead of using its resources to
help Microsoft’s competitors bring it
to its knees.

Maybe these companies should
try to beat their business rivals with
competition in the marketplace in-
stead of wasting the taxpayers’ mon-
ey on a witch hunt.

M.G. BOYLE
Hingham

GLOBE NEWSPAPER
COMPANY, Inc.

EDITORIAL

THOMAS F. MULVOY JR.
Managing Ed./News Operations

LOUISA WILLIAMS
Managing Ed./Administration
MARY JANE WILKINSON
Deputy Managing Ed./Features
BEN BRADLEE JR.
Deputy Managing Ed /Projects
LUCY C. BARTHOLOMAY
Deputy Managing Ed./Design

RENEE LOTH
Deputy Ed./Editorial Page

BUSINESS

RICHARD J. DANIELS
Senior Vice President & CFO

GREGORY L. THORNTON
Senior Vice President

MARY JANE PATRONE
Senior Vice President

ALFRED S. LARKIN, JR.
Assistant to the Publisher
VP/Human Resources

CATHERINE E.C. HENN
VP/Corporate & Legal Affairs
MICHAEL A. IDE
VP/Production

ROBERT T. MURPHY
VP:Information Services

HARRIET E. GOULD
VP/Employee Relations
JEFFERSON FLANDERS
VP/Promotion and Marketing
STEPHEN CAHOW
VP/Circulation
JACK HAYON
VP/Finance
PETER 0. NEWTON
VP/Advertising
WILLIAM F. CONNOLLY
VP/Quality Assurance

MARY E. MARTY

Treasurer




