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Card
Continued from Page 72
now tells a breathless nation that
he intends to take advantage of
all of the constitutional rights
that the guys "face in the mud"
died for.'

But the fact that most PeoPle
invoke the Bill of Rights onlY for
themselves and their friends, and
not for those theY dislike, is no

.- reason for the more patriotic and
committed constitutionalists
among us to take a similarlY ex;
pedient and hYPocritical route.
ihe fact is that Ollie North is
able to plead his Fifth Amend-
ment privilege in large Part be'
cause during the McCarthY Per-
iod the courts bY and large did
not destroy; that privilege, de-
spite heavy: Pressure from thb
witch-hunters. And Ollie's invo-
cation of the privilege todaY will
help preserve it for you and me if
the furure tums as nastY as Presi:
dential politics suggest it might.

Yes, my dear SPurious, suPPort
for the civil liberties of the
fellows we love to hate has a
practical side. When You're fight-
ing for the other guY, You're also
fighting for yourself. So even
those *ho are more selfish and
less patriotic should recognize
the importance of fighting for
individual libertY at every turn,
even if theY themselves ane not
committed in theory to the notion
of a free society - free, that is, for
the other 2y.

Pick up'a ioPY of Robert"Bolt's
plav A Man for A/l Seasons (or,
rit." von't" a child of the video
generition, catch the movie next
lime it comes around). Find that
famous Passage where Sir
Thomas More tries to exPlain" to
William Roper whY he refuses to
iail his enemies before theY rnove
against him. TheY have not Yet
committed a crime, saYs More,
and the law forbids such an
arrest. RoPer excoriates More,
accusing him of being naive
enough to even "give the Devil
benefit of. law." The interchange
then qoes like this:

Mire: What would You do?
Cut a gteat road thtough the
Iaw to get after the Devil?
Roper: I'd at down every
Iaw in England to do that!
More: Oh? And when the
last law was down, and the
Devil nmed round on You
- where would You hide,
Roper, the laws aII being
naiZ fnis countrY's Planted
thick with laws from coast to
coast - man's laws, not
God's - and if You cut them
down - and You're iust the
man to do it - d'You reallY
think you could stand uP-
right in the winds that would
blow then? Yes, I'd give the
Devil benefit of law, for mY
own safety's sake
So, SPurious mY friend, You're

doine vourself a favor bY t9-
ioiniig- the ACLU. You're not

behind When the oold Winds Of
authoritarianlsm begin tO bloW in

earnest. With conviction,
Harvey

PS. The cash is fine, and we
don't even rrind samPs, but next
time please don't send change.
I've -repeatedlY told Your
cheapskate editor to give You a
raisel For God's sake, Please add
your voice to urY chorus- tr
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notably the Pledge of Allegiance
and the American Civil Liberties
Union - that have given rise to
much sound and fury but signifY
nothins. The attempt to locate
the BuIh campaign'i ideological
core inevitably calls to mind
Gertrude Stein's assessment of
Oakland, Califomia: there's no
there there. Search Past the
hollow rhetoric, the slick ads,
and the ultra-professional cam-
paign handlers, and You find
itmost nothing. Nothing, that is,
except echoes of Richard Nixon
in 1968.

Twenty years ago, one of Nix-
on's central camPaign themes
was law and order. That was un-
usual, as law enforcement almost
never looms as a maior issue in
presidential camPaigns - Partly
because it's primarilY a local con-
cern, but mostly because it's
touqh to find a Presidential can-
didite who favors violent crime
in the streets, Now Bush has
seized on the law-and-order
theme with a gusto unmatched
in two decades, blasting away at
prisorl furloughs and cheerlead-
ing for the death PenaltY and
po--sing for PrettY Pictures with
lhe Boston police - because,
like Nixon, he had to find some
visceral issue to adorn an other-
wise emotionless, idea-less cam-
paign.- Mostlv, however, the Bush
campaigpr has been marked bY a
conc-brted effort to recast, almost
completely, the candidate's own
imafe. It'ibeen a trickY business:
most presidential camPaigns
simplv manufacture the aP-
proitiat" persona for their can-
aidite and then market it to the
public, but Bush's PeoPle
iouldn't get down to that task
until thev had first done awaY
with the "all-too-familiar WimPY
Georse Bush. TheY could not be
conte"nt simply molding Public
perceptions; theY had to change
ihose- p"rceptions, quicklY and
radically. In- accomplishing that
task, they faced PreciselY the
same challenge Richard Nixon's


